
 

 
AU Board of Directors 

Gabriel Garciamendez  -  Chair                  

Dr. Chandra Salaam-Gibson  -  Secretary          

Victor Otiniano  -  Treasurer                        

John Edmond                                             

Dr. Garon Harden                                     

John Howard                                                  

Honorable Val Lerch                                       

Constance Turner 

Academic UpRise, Inc. 

Presents 

The 8th Annual Symposium 

Expo 

& Back to School FLING! 

Theme:  

“Training Our Youth  

  to be Leaders” 

 

November 19th, - 21st  

Corporate Community Spirit Award    

Corporate Sponsors 

(Past and Present)                                                                

Verizon, Josephine Gumbiner Foundation, AT&T, 

TABC, Southern California Edison, BET, CNN, 

VH1, Mun2, Rainbow Promotions, LLC,           

Port of Long Beach, Long, Discovery Health,      

Long Beach Unified School District,                   

Cal State University Long Beach,                       

Cal State University Los Angeles                     

Long Beach City College                                

CRN Digital Talk Radio, ESPN Deportes,         

Supervisor Don  Knabe, Mayor Bob Foster,       

Vice Mayor Val Lerch, Councilman Dee Andrews,    

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce,       

Union Bank of California, Chick-fil-a,              

Weed & Seed, 21 Century Success,                 

Malcolm N. Bennett                            

(International Realty & Investments, Inc.),                            

Tracey E. Carruthers, PeacePartners, Inc.,                   

Claudette Powers, Lance Roberts,                   

Long Beach Area Convention & Visitors Bureau,     

NAACP  -  Naomia Rainer-Pierson,  Kayla Wright 

Special Youth Awards: 

Brianna Morris                                               

Anthony Howard                                            

Jackie Ramirez                                                 

Antoine Cofield     

Special Thanks Award:                        

 DeVry University                                         

Charter Communications                                 

Mr. Matt Saldana                                               

Ms. Etta Finney          

Advisory Council Members 

Dr. F. King Alexander                                              

Attorney Gary Anderson                                       

Randy Gordon                                                               

Gina M. Koency, Ph.D                                                       

Ron Petke                                                                 

Honorable Laura Richardson                                               

Christopher J. Steinhauser                                                           

Craig Watson                                                                       

Dr. Felton Williams 

Youth Planning Committee 

Briana Morris                                                                      

Anthony Howard                                                                  

Antoine Cofield                                                                   

Jackie Ramirez                                                            

Mrs. Maryam Hall                                                        

Mr. Ricky Grover                                                       

Ms. Tonya Martin                                               

Ms. Val Parker                                                    

Ms. Hadassa Jackson                                       

Special Thanks to: 

The 6th District Office Staff                                       

Ms. Teresa Gomez  - Human Dignity Office        

Mike Murray  -  Verizon                                    

Co-Chairs:                                           

Supervisor Don Knabe                      

Mayor Bob and Nancy Foster               

Vice Mayor Vel Lerch, 9th District                     

Councilman Dee Andrews, 6th District   

Congresswoman Laura Richardson      

(37th Congressional District)                          

Dr. F. King Alexander                         

(President  CSULB)                               

Dr. Eloy Oakley                          

(President, Long Beach State)              

Christopher Steinhauser              

(Superintendent, LBUSD) 



AU Sponsorship Awards Reception 
Youth Summit   

Host: 

DeVry University 

“Training our Youth to be Leaders”                                         

Friday, November 20, 2009 

9:00 A.M…..…..………..….....Registration 

                                   Meet and Greet 

9:30 A.M………………………....Welcome 

(President DeVry University, Mayor Bob Foster, 

Vice Mayor Val Lerch, Councilman Dee Andrews, 

Gabriel Garciamendez, AU Chair)  

                

 

 

10:00 A.M……….Leadership Qualities     

(Report out) 

11:00 A.M  - 11:45 A.M. …..Setting and 

Achieving Goals: Panel 

(Resources, Careers, Education) 

11:45 A.M…………...….Working Lunch 

12:30 P.M………………... What’s Next? 

Guest Speaker/Mr. Darryl Barnes 

DeVry Alumni/Northrop Grumman Technology 

(Resources, Careers, Education) 

12:45 P.M………...…Evaluation/closing     

1:00………………………………..Adjourn 

Students return to Schools.  

 

 

Thursday, November 19, 2009 

Corporate Community Spirit 

Awards Program 

5:30 PM                                            

Cocktails & Silent Auction 

6:00 PM                                            

Welcome                                                      

Mayor Bob Foster                             

Councilman Dee Andrews              

Master of Ceremony                             

Mike Murray 

Pledge of Allegiance                         

Anthony Howard 

Opening Remarks                             

Mr. Gaberiel Garciamendez                 

Academic UpRise Board Chair 

Awards Presentations: 

Entertainment 

Awards Presentations: 

Closing Remarks                                

Elder Eddie Pierson, III                          

Founder/President/CEO 

Academic UpRise EXPO &  

Back to School FLING!           

Saturday, November 21, 2009 

 9:30 A.M.                               

Opening Ceremony              

Welcome                              

Councilman Dee Andrews                   

(Recognition of Special Guest) 

Let the Games Begin! 

Jumpers for Children!                        

Jumpers for Youth & Adults! 

Enjoy the EXPO 

 Many Resources to take Advantage of! 

Educational, Health Care,                 

Youth Opportunities,                            

After School Programs! 

Turkeys to be raffled off! 

Let the fun begin! 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

(Expectations:  

Antoine Cofield and Briana Morris 

academicuprise@aol.com 

Www.academicuprise.org 

562-988-5811 

Federal Tax ID# 76-0739966 


